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“Nobody threw anything 
away,” is a frequent 

phrase used by College Inn Bar 
Proprietor Jacey Bauman as 
she guides guests through her 
historic property at 103 North 
2nd in downtown Douglas, 
Wyo.
 Bar patrons have been 
ordering drinks here since Theo-
dore Lee Pringle opened “Lee 
Pringle’s” at this same location 
in 1887. In 1906 Mr. Pringle 
upgraded his establishment, 
bringing the community fine 
craftsmanship with high-class 
woodwork and finishing touches 

that have stood the test of time.
 “We don’t know why they 
called it the College Inn,” says 
Jacey, “but it’s one of the things 
we plan to find out.” Scott and 
Jacey Bauman, along with busi-
ness partner and friend Vaughn 
Heath, purchased the bar in 
August of 2017. “We spent two 
months remodeling, repairing 
and cleaning,” says Jacey.

   “Buying a bar 
wasn’t on the radar 
screen,” she says. 
With a background 
in real estate and 
an appreciation for 
historic buildings, 
she was casually 
watching the 
building as it went 
on the market. 
“The price kept 
dropping,” she 
says noting that 
she scheduled a 
viewing merely out 
of an interest to 
see the property. 
At the time she 
heard there were 
two pending offers, 
neither of which 
were coming from 

people who planned to keep 
the building a bar. Given the 
fact the College Inn is Douglas 
and Converse County’s oldest 
operating business, she hated to 
see that history come to an end. 
That’s when the Baumans and 
Heath presented an offer on the 
building.
 Over the last year Jacey has 
learned of the property’s history 
through the tales of visitors 
and from over 112 years of 
left behind documents. Other 
discoveries, however, have been 
in the form of notes scrawled 
on the shelves, inventory jotted 
on a cupboard door and relics 
of a bygone era. From Theodore 
Pringle’s original desk, to the 
keg drop at the back of the 
building, little has been removed 
from the College Inn over the 
years.
 “The front of the building 
was a brick building like the 
other buildings in town,” says 
Jacey, noting that the storefront 
changed at the hands of an 
angry wife. “There are mixed 
stories whether he was down in 

the bar or up in the brothel, but 
either way he refused to come 
out of the bar. His wife drove her 
brand-new Buick through the 
front of the building to get him.” 
Upon repairing the College Inn, 
glass blocks were used in place 
of the original bricks.
 Back inside, Jacey says, “The 
bar itself was built by the Bruns-
wick, Balke and Collender Com-
pany out of Chicago.” Shipped 
to Douglas via train, the pieces 
were numbered and put back to-
gether on site. “It is unique that 
the whole front of the building 
is built by the same company,” 
she says, noting the back bar, 
the front bar, the wine cabinet, 
the cigar case, the archways, 
the booths and the wall panels. 
When the booths and seats were 
recently reupholstered they were 
still stuffed with horse hair and 
straw.
 “The floor is made out of 
crushed marble hand laid in 
one-inch square tiles,” says Ja-
cey. They are unique because of 

Vaughn Heath and Scott and Jacey Bauman 
purchased the College Inn Bar in 2017. The trio 
and their business are receiving the Pioneers' 
Historical Restoration Award.

See COLLEGE INN on page 2

Martin Castrogiovanni photo



P.O. BOX 1545
DOUGLAS, WY 82633

Corporate seal 
adopted by 

the Wyoming 
Pioneer 

Association in 
1926.

Follow the Wyoming 
Pioneer Association 

on Facebook

WYOMING
PIONEER

ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE BOARD 2015-2017
President • Rod Cross, Douglas

580-763-3113 • jcross594h@yahoo.com

1st Vice President
Pending

2nd Vice President • Jane Garber, Douglas
307-351-3627 • jc@vejayenergy.com

Secretary • Tina Willis, Wheatland
307-331-9582 • dickandtina@msn.com

Treasurer • Robin White, Douglas
307-359-9741 • robin.white434@icloud.com

Past President ~ President
Robert “Bob” Vollman, Douglas

307-351-5400

2016-2018 BOARD MEMBERS
Arlone Hild, Douglas 

Shaky Shadwick, Douglas
Peg Middleton, Douglas

Rory Cross, Cheyenne
 Mary Engebretsen, Lost Springs

Harold Haefele, Douglas

2017-2019 BOARD MEMBERS
Marilyn Werner, Douglas

John Ralph Sullivan, Douglas
Mike Sanford, Douglas

Wesley Hineman, Douglas
Anne Boner, Douglas

Ann Whitehead, Manville
Jim Twiford, Glendo

EX-OFFICIO
Mel Glover – WY Pioneer Museum 

Superintendent, Douglas
Office: 307-358-9288

Darin Westby – WY State Parks & Cultural 
Resources Director

Dave Glenn — WY State Parks & Cultural Resources 
Regional Director

Dominic Bravo — WY State Parks & Cultural 
Resources

Division Administrator

Doug Miyamota, Director, Wyoming
Dept. of Agriculture

Jen Womack – Sagebrush 
Marketing, Newcastle

Newsletter design & publishing
307-351-0730

Jen@SagebrushMarketing.net

FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Rod Cross, President, Wyoming Pioneer Association

Dear Wyoming Pioneer Association Members,

Another year has slipped by and I’m happy to 
say it has been a busy year for the Wyoming 

Pioneer Association.
 Our Association has been part of 
the effort to renovate the Wyoming 
Pioneer Memorial Library located 
in the Wyoming Pioneer Museum. 
Museum curator Jenna Thorburn 
has been renovating the room, 
downloading the artifacts for easy 
computer access and getting things 
in overall order. The wood paneling 
will either be removed or sealed with paint. The 
wood book cases, which can cause artifacts to 
deteriorate, have been moved to Camp Doug-
las. They will be replaced with metal shelving. 
Efforts to fund the project began with a com-
munity garage sale in April. A generous donor 
also contributed, but we still have work to do in 
reaching our goal. Donations to this effort are 
appreciated.
 I have been researching past meeting min-
utes of the Wyoming Pioneer Association. The 
stories of past presidents, guest speakers and 
the stories told have been fascinating. 2018 
marks 92 years since the first Association meet-
ing was held and we continue to offer guest 
speakers and the preservation of our state’s 
history and heritage. 
 Over the past year, Association members have 
helped relocate a phone line that was near the 
building, remove an old power pole and address 
drainage around the Ruthe James Williams 
Building. The building has seen a lot of use over 

the past year and volunteer board members 
have been instrumental in ensuring it’s open as 
needed, well cared for and clean.
The Pioneer Association board is soliciting 

corporate, family and individual 
sponsorships. Dollars raised will 
help us continue to fulfill our goal of 
preserving Wyoming’s history and 
heritage. The library renovations, 
and awards given to those working 
to preserve our historic buildings 
and relics, are just two of the many 
examples.
   The Executive Board also recently 

approved a revamp of the Wyoming Pioneer As-
sociation website. The new web page will enable 
members to submit historical documents and 
stories. We can also use it to advertise our great 
venue, open to events throughout the year. 
Upcoming events, photographs of the building 
and more will all be part of the new site.
 Later this year the Board will be announcing 
tours to some very interesting locations here 
in the Cowboy State. It’s another part of our 
overall pursuit of historical preservation. Watch 
the website for dates, schedules and details.
 The Annual Meeting is just around the cor-
ner. Register and make your plans early. We’re 
planning an art show and the auctioning off of 
a very special Jerry Palen bronze.
 I leave you with a quote from Mark Twain… 
“I said there was but one solitary thing about 
the past worth remembering and that was the 
fact that it is past — can’t be restored.”
 In the interim, if you have any questions 
please feel free to call me at 580-763-3113.

the variety of colors and the intricate designs. 
Theodore Pringle had his initials – ‘TP’ – laid 
in the tile in front of the front door and ‘TP’ 
and ‘1906’ laid in the back doorway.” There is 
damage to the tile near one booth where a pre-
vious owner, a Harley Davidson fan, allowed 
burn-outs to take place in the bar.
 “At some point it’s part of the history so you 
don’t repair it,” says Jacey. “We’re going with 
that for now, but over time I’m not sure.”
 “Upstairs,” says Jacey, “there was a poker 
room and nine lavish ‘sleeping rooms.’ It is 
generally believed to have been a high-class 
brothel. Each room had a sink, heat, a win-

dow, lights and high ceilings. The hallways 
had beautiful radiators mounted on the walls.”
 In 1979 the College Inn was placed on 
the National Historic Register. That listing 
requires that the building’s exterior be kept 
in its current form. More leaway is given with 
the building’s interior, but the owners are 
committed to protecting its history.
 Less than a year into operating the bar, Jac-
ey says plans remain uncertain when it comes 
to the building’s upper level. For now it’s the 
perfect place to store the growing collection of 
relics offering a glimpse back in both Douglas 
and the College Inn history.

COLLEGE INN Continued from page 1
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Great Pioneer Events at the 2018

wyoming state fair
THROUGHOUT
FAIR WEEK!

•  Fantastic displays in the Wyoming Pioneer Museum!

•  Historic grist mill open to visitors.

•  Crafters and exhibits in Pioneer Cabin
 Silversmiths • Jewelry • Artists • Wood Carving

•  Come see the improvements in the Ruthe James 
Williams Memorial Conference Center, located 
adjacent to the Wyoming Pioneer Museum

•  Come see the historic brands in Pioneer Cabin!

•  Two historic country schools open to visitors.

Friday, Aug. 10, 2018
10 a.m. — Wyoming Pioneer Association Art Show 
at the Ruthe James Williams Memorial Conference 
Center. Tickets for the evening reception will be 
available for purchase at a cost of $8 each.

6 p.m. — Wyoming Pioneer Association Art Show 
Reception at the Ruthe James Williams Memorial 
Conference Center.

Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018
Day-long — Art Show on display in the Ruthe 
James Williams Memorial Conference Center.

8 a.m. — Sheep Wagon Show • Dutch Oven Cook-
Off • Bring your own steak and cook it on-site.

6 p.m. — Auction of “Busted,” bronze artwork 
by Wyoming artist Jerry Palen. The evening will 
include music by the "Rambling Rangers," husband 
and wife Brad and Bonnie Exton. Between songs, 
Rick Kaan will be narrating information about the 
cattle trails. A jam session, open to all, will follow.

Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018
8 a.m. — Dutch Oven Breakfast 

Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018
PIONEER DAY at the state fair!

8:30-9:30 a.m. — Registration at the Ruthe James 
Williams Memorial Conference Center. Wear your 
brown and gold for the That’s WY theme!

9:30 a.m. — Beef Bolln History Essay Winners 
recognized

10 a.m. — 92nd Annual Wyoming Pioneer Assn. 
Meeting

11:45 p.m. — Lunch (included in registration)

1:00 p.m. — College Inn Bar proprietor Jacey 
Bauman will share the history of Converse 
County’s oldest, and recently restored, 
business.

Saturday, Aug. 18, 2018
It is parade DAY at the Wyoming State

Fair & Rodeo!

10 a.m. — Wyoming State Fair Parade, Downtown 
Douglas

2 p.m. — Join the Pioneers and Wyoming State 
Historic Preservation Office in the Ruthe James 
Williams Memorial Conference Center for ice 
cream and a reception honoring all of Wyoming’s 
Centennial Ranch families. All Wyoming 
legislators are invited to attend. 
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Pioneers to host 
art show
 On Friday, Aug. 10, 
and Saturday, Aug. 11, 
the Wyoming Pioneer 
Association is hosting 
an art show in the Ruthe 
James Williams Memorial 
Conference Center and 
the surrounding area. 
Organizers Jane Garber 
Tina Willis and Jenelle 
Garber-Moore have been 
hard at work recruiting 
artists and activities 
and hope to have more 
secured by the time the 
event takes place.
 Wyoming’s Scott 
Haynes, an author of 
ranch-themed children’s 
books, will be in atten-
dance with his books. He 
hopes to have his most 
recent book, hot off the 
press, in hand by the event 
date.
 Carl Jensen, the artist 
who created the bronze at 
the entryway to the Wyo-
ming State Fair will also 
be attending the art show. 
Jensen’s two daughters, 
Emily Jensen and Marga-
ret Jensen, will be joining 
him.
 Allison Saddlery will 
be at the show with their 
mirrors, chairs and other 
leatherwork. Additional 
artists and a landscape 
photographer are expect-
ed to attend this inaugural 
event. Quilters are being 
invited to display their 
creations.
 An evening reception 
catered by Good Taste 
Catering with beverages 
served by the College Inn 
Bar will be held on the 
evening of Aug. 10 at 6 
p.m. Tickets are $8 each 
and available at the Ruthe 
James Williams Memorial 
Building during the show 
or by contacting the Pio-
neers to make reservations.
 Those seeking addition-
al information are encour-
aged to call Jane Garber 
at 307-351-3627.

In 1930 former Wyoming 
Governor Bryant Butler 

“B.B.” Brooks served as the 
Wyoming Pioneer Associa-
tion’s fourth elected presi-
dent. Brooks was the Cowboy 
State’s seventh governor 
(1905-1911), a Natrona Coun-
ty Commissioner (1891-1892) 
and was elected to Wyoming’s 
second legislature. 
 According to the Wyoming 
State Archives website, the 
Brooks family moved to Chi-
cago following the famous fire 
of 1871. Brooks’ father was a 
lock manufacturer who found 
opportunities amidst the 
rebuilding. Brooks attended 
business college in Chicago 
and upon graduation headed 
west, first to Nebraska. He 
arrived in Cheyenne in the 
spring of 1880, working for a 
time as a cowboy in the Snake 
River region of Idaho. He 
returned to Chicago to study 
assaying, but came back to 
Wyoming to work as a cow-
boy, trapping to supplement 
his income.
 “In his memoirs,” says the 
Wyoming Archives material, 
“Brooks stated that he settled 
in the location that would 

Bryan Butler ‘B.B.’ Brooks, 4th Wyoming 
Pioneer Association President

Former Wyoming Governor and 
past Wyoming Pioneer Association 

President B.B. Brooks

Brooks poses with Ezra Meeker, an Oregon Trail immigrant who dedicated his life to memorializing the trail, in 
front of the Wyoming State Capitol. Wyoming State Archives Photograph

eventually become his ranch 
site, about 20 miles southeast 
of present day Casper, after 
acquiring a trapper’s cabin 
for six beaver traps and a 
sack of flour. A ranch house 
was constructed in 1883. He 
partnered with his father and 
brother under the business 
name B.B. Brooks & Co. The 
company started with 80 heif-
ers shipped from Wisconsin.”
 The Wyoming State 
Archives further states, 
“Under the Brooks admin-
istration a mineral leasing 
act was passed, which 

provided for access to the 
state’s mineral resources and 
generated revenue for the 
state. The leasing of federal 
lands for grazing was a hotly 
debated issue during Brooks’ 
tenure as Governor, in 
Wyoming and in the nation’s 
capital. In 1907 he opposed 
resolutions by the Wyoming 
Stock Growers Association in 
favor of leasing. His message 
to the 1909 state legislature 
supported the Homestead Act. 
He spoke against leasing for 
grazing, believing it would 
negatively affect homestead-
ing efforts. The debate lasted 
well beyond Brooks’ guberna-
torial years.”
 Over the years the B.B. 
Brooks ranch grew to over 
7,000 acres. Brooks’ invest-
ments in Wyoming reached 
into the sheep and wool indus-
try, oil and gas, and banking. 
He was dedicated to historic 
preservation, particularly re-
lating to the Oregon Trail and 
marking its location. Brooks 
and his family were the first 
to live in the historic Gover-
nor’s Mansion in Cheyenne.
 Brooks passed away in 
Casper on December 8, 1944.

jenwomack
Highlight
delete

jenwomack
Highlight
delete



Charles F. Maurer was instrumental in 
establishing the Pioneers

According to an article 
appearing in the June 

23, 1936 Douglas Enter-
prise, it was Charles Maurer 
who called the meeting that 
resulted in the very forma-
tion of the Wyoming Pioneer 
Association. Maurer, a Doug-
las attorney who worked in 
banking and real estate, later 
became the Wyoming Pio-
neer’s third president.
 “During the first years of 
the Wyoming State Fair in 
Douglas the pioneers were 
allowed a time for a meeting 
and on several occasions 
group pictures were taken, 
some of which adorn the 
walls of the present pio-
neer cabin,” reads the 1936 
newspaper recounting the 
early years of the Wyoming 
Pioneer Association.
 “Early in December, 1925, 
Charles F. Maurer, a Con-
verse County pioneer,” says 
the newspaper, “conceived 
the idea of incorporating the 
pioneers into an association 
for the purpose of preserving 
pioneer relics and history. He 
called a meeting for Decem-
ber 18, 1925, at the City Hall 
in Douglas with the following 
present: W.B. Hardenbrook, 

C.W. Horr, C.F. Maurer, M.D. 
Newsom, Thomas F. Doyle, 
and L.C. Bishop.”
 During a follow-up 
meeting on December 26, 
1926, the Wyoming Pioneer 
Association received its name 
and by-laws were adopted. 
A board of directors was 
appointed and during a 
January 13, 1926 meeting, 
John Hunton was elected as 
the group’s first president. 
C.F. Maurer served as vice 
president during that first 
term of officers.
 Maurer was also a leader 
in the Douglas community, 
arriving in town in 1886, 

two years after he grad-
uated from law school in 
Iowa. He’s credited with 
seeing a Carnegie Library 
built in Douglas (no longer 
standing), and he served as 
President of the Good Roads 
Club. He was a director at 
First National Bank, served 
on the school board for 
21 years, and acted as the 
local representative for the 
Pioneer Townsite Company. 
Maurer’s historic home was 
located near Fourth and 
Walnut streets in Douglas, 
but in 1976 was moved for 
409 S. Seventh Street. 
 In a 1907 edition of Bill 
Barlow's Budget, Maurer 
was heralded as one of the 
Douglas community’s cham-
pions and founding fathers. 
“….Charley Maurer was the 
original Douglas booster, 
and that from the very first 
day he never lagged in the 
work – that he has never 
been found lacking in either 
push or public spirit, and 
that many of our public im-
provements and much of our 
present municipal attainment 
is due to the indominable 
energy and persistent force 
of example.”

 C.P. Arnold of Laramie 
was the second president 
of the Wyoming Pioneer 
Association, elected in 
1928. Arnold is best 
known in the annals 
of Wyoming history as 
being the first president 
of the Wyoming Bar 
Association. Arnold was 
born in Ashtabula, Ohio 
on February 17, 1860.
 C.P. and his wife 
Annie lived in a house 
designed by architect 
Walter E. Ware and built 
at 812 Grand Avenue 
in Laramie. The house 
and the Arnold’s story 
is highlighted at Visit-
Laramie.org. Socialites, 
the Arnolds were very 
active in their commu-
nity. Each winter they 
held the well-attended 
“winter party” at their 
ranch on the outskirts of 
Laramie.
 Arnold’s sons, accord-
ing to VisitLaramie.org, 
followed their father 
into the law and also 
had successful careers. 
Carl served as dean of 
the University of Wy-
oming Law School in 
the years prior to his 
death in 1941. Thurman 
was mayor of Laramie 
from 1923-1924, and 
practiced law in Lara-
mie until 1927, when 
he accepted a position 
as Dean of Law at West 
Virginia University. He 
also served as Assistant 
Attorney General of the 
United States from 1938 
to 1943, under President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s 
administration.

Constantine Peter 
'C.P.' Arnold, 2nd 
Wyoming Pioneer 
Association 
President

✵

Steamboat, shown here with 
rodeo contractor Charlie 
Irwin, is surely the most 
famous horse in Wyoming 
history. He is the horse 
featured on Wyoming’s 
license plates. According to 
the book “Steamboat” by au-
thors Candy Vyvey Moulton 
and Flossie Moulton, a bro-
ken bone in the horse’s nose 
caused him to breathe with 
a whistling sound, hence 
the name “Steamboat.”

Steamboat
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Livestock brands are a key 
element in Wyoming history

It seems fitting that nu-
merous Wyoming brands 

are on display in the Ruthe 
James Williams Center, the 
building built by the Wyo-
ming Pioneer Association 
in 2012. Most of the state’s 
livestock brands, surely 
those on the Pioneer’s walls, 
are associated with a family 
story and Wyoming history.
 Tom Sun, associated with 
the hub and spoke brand 
(#131 in the book) entered 
the ranching business in 
1872 at age 26. He built a 
cabin along the Sweetwater 
River near Devil’s Gate.
While working on the cabin 
Tom spent his nights in 
a dugout along the river, 
avoiding hostile 
Indians by 
digging a 
fresh hole each 
night. The 
Sun’s ranch, 
called the Hub 
and Spoke, was 
one of the first 
established in 
Wyoming and 
the first to be 
established in 
central Wyo-
ming’s Sweetwa-
ter Country. 
 The coffee mill brand 
from the Fitzhugh Ranch 

Jim Grieves of the UC Ranch brands a calf in central Wyoming as Bud San-
ford of the neighboring Pathfinder Ranch watches. Branding is a tradition 
for many Wyoming families, spanning the history of their ranches and the 
generations.

(#63), established near 
Douglas in 1874 and still 

operating today, is 
also among those 
on the Pioneer’s 
walls. Gordon V. 
Fitzhugh arrived 
in the Douglas 
area after fol-
lowing eight 
different herds of 
cattle along the 
Texas Trail.
  Those who paid 
to have their 
brand added to 
the collection, 

are encouraged to pick up 
a copy of the new directory 
outlining the brands on 

display. A free copy is avail-
able in association with 
each brand on the wall.
 Beyond displaying the 
brands, the Pioneers want 
to hear the story behind the 
brands. A couple of stories 
have been shared in this 
article and more can be in-
cluded on the new website, 
currently under construc-
tion. Consider giving your 
story to a member of the 
Wyoming Pioneer Associa-
tion board, or emailing it to 
office@WyomingPioneerAs-
sociation.com. Submission 
of historic photographs that 
help tell the brand’s history 
are encouraged. 

 The Wyoming Pioneer Association applauds the recent 
work of the Douglas Historic Preservation Commission. The 
group raised funds to install an information kiosk in Douglas’ 
primary cemetery.
 The kiosk helps visitors to the cemetery more easily locate 
the graves they’re searching for in the 40-acre cemetery. 
Biographical information, videos and photographs can also be 
entered along with plot information.
 Total cost for the project was around $48,000, much of 
which was raised by the Douglas Historic Preservation Com-
mission.

New technology aids visitors 
to Douglas Park Cemetery

 When the Wyoming 
Pioneer Association worked 
with artist Jerry Palen to 
place “Running with the Big 
Boys” at the entryway to the 
Wyoming Pioneer Museum, 
a beautiful partnership was 
launched. Palen gave the 
Pioneers the right to use the 
silhouette image of the statue 
as their organization’s logo.
 From coffee mugs to 
aprons, visors, caps and 
blankets, the Pioneers have 
since produced a variety of 
items featuring the racing 
antelope with a jackrab-
bit in hot pursuit. While 
you’re in Douglas for the 
Wyoming State Fair, or the 
Pioneer’s Annual Meeting, 
be sure to purchase your 
official merchandise. The 
items make great gifts and 
proceeds are used to further 
the Pioneer’s work.
 A full list of available 
merchandise and the costs 
appears as an insert to this 
newsletter."

Pioneers offering 
merchandise

 Through a new program, 
members of the Wyoming 
Pioneer Association are 
encouraging area business 
people and families to sup-
port the organization’s work.
 Corporate sponsorships 
are $2,500 for a three-year 
sponsorship, $1,500 for 
a two-year sponsorship 
and $1,000 for a one-year 

Pioneers launch 
sponsors program



 From outdated paneling to 
materials that are not archive 
friendly, updates are needed 
in the library within the 
Wyoming Pioneer Museum. 
The Wyoming Pioneer Asso-
ciation is helping with this 
important project.
 A garagahe needed project 
funding. Additional dona-
tions are being solicited to 
help complete the project.
 If you’re interested in 
helping, please visit with 
one of the Wyoming Pioneer 
Association officers for more 
information.

Pioneers working 
to update 
museum library

 Yearly the Wyoming Pioneer Associ-
ation sponsors an essay contest for the 
youth of Douglas and Glendo known as 
the Bolln Memorial Essay Contest. As 
an added honor, some of the winners 
are selected to present their essays at 
the Wyoming State Fair.
  Fourth graders are invited to the 
Wyoming Pioneer Museum in Douglas 
to tour the exhibits. After that, they 
choose an exhibit and write an essay 
on the subject. Once all of the essays 
are submitted, the top three essays are 
selected. This year’s winners are as 
follows:

Area youths recognized for essays on relics

Each year the Wyoming Pioneer Association receives gifts in mem-
ory of loved ones who have passed away. Gifts in memory of the 

following have been received in the months since the Wyoming Pioneer 
Association last met. We fondly remember these friends and loved ones, 
and send our thoughts and prayers to their families.

Pioneer Association fondly 
remembers loved ones, friends

Elaine Crummer Chet Brock John Dilts Jim Fitzhugh

Fred Hageman

J.W. Nuckolls

John Pexton

George Akers
Jim Baker

Mary (Washakie) Baker
Chet Brock

Elaine Crummer
John Dilts

Franklin G. Erickson
Katie (Kinnear) Erickson

Jim Fitzhugh
Izetta A. Foster
Georgia Graves
Larry Gubbels

Fred S. Hageman
Albert Hildebrand

John E. “Jack” Humphrey
Isabelle (Baker) Kinnear

N.B. Kinnear
Irene Manning Lindmier

Dan Lovitt

Pete Martinez
Thelma Mollman

Leroy “Roy” Moore
Isabelle Murphy

Frederick Loyd Nance
Dennis Newell

JW Nuckols
Bette Olsen
John Pexton

Sondra Kay Plumb
Pete S. Prado, Sr.

Barbara Brow Read
Alfred “Verne” Russell

Beverly Schwieger
Donald J. Smylie, DVM

Mary Jo Thompson
Mary Prado Velasquez
James A. “Jim” Witten

sponsorship. Williams, 
whose logo is featured in 
this article, signed on as the 
first sponsor. Williams is an 
energy infrastructure com-
pany focused on connecting 
North America’s significant 
hydrocarbon resource plays 
to growing markets for 
natural gas and natural gas 
liquids (NGLs). Williams’ 
interstate gas pipeline and 
gathering and processing 
operations span the United 
States, including strategic 
assets in the deepwater Gulf 
of Mexico, the Rockies, the 
Pacific Northwest and the 
Eastern Seaboard.
 Individual and family 
sponsorships are also 
available at a rate of $500 
for three years, $250 for two 
years and $150 for one year.
 According to Wyoming 
Pioneer Association Pres-
ident Rod Cross, several 
families and companies are 
interested in supporting 
the important work being 
carried out by the Wyoming 
Pioneer Association. The 
sponsorships are a great 
way for them to receive rec-
ognition while helping the 
Pioneers reach their goals.
 If you, or someone you 
know, is interested in partic-
ipating please visit with one 
of the Pioneer officers.

Douglas 4th Grade
Bolln Essay Winners

1st Place
Charlotte Conaway
“The Great Piano”
Shantel Morgan

“Model Water Wheel”
2nd Place

Sydnee Vanderpool
“Sir Barton’s Story” 

Sadie Stinson
“Betty and Bob”

3rd Place
Frank Smylie

“Growing Pants”

Oakley Moore
“Grain Cradle”
Humor Award

Mackenzie Rickman
“Magic Music Box”

Glendo 4th Grade Bolln 
Essay Winners

1st Place
Lane Erb • “The Fiddle”

2nd Place
Carter Whitaker
“Battle Artifacts”

3rd Place
Wyatt Dickau

“A Map of Wyoming”



 The Wyoming Pioneer 
Association would like to 
congratulate The Enter-
prise, the visitors center 
staff and parties involved 
in renovations of Douglas’ 
historic train depot. If you, 
or your family, have histo-
ry pertaining to the depot 
and the trains, please share 
it with the staff at the 
visitors center.
 The Douglas community 
took shape around the 
historic depot and many 
local families arrived in the 
community via the train.

Congratulations 
on train depot 
renovation

 Whether you're hosting 
a family get-together 
or a meeting, the Ruthe 
James Williams Memorial 
Center is a great place 
to gather. The building 
can be rented by leaving 
a message on the Wyo-
ming Pioneer Association 
phone at 307-298-2255.
 One of the many vol-
unteers who are helping 
manage the building 
rentals will return your 
call and provide rental 
details. A rental agree-
ment is also available by 
asking one of the Wyo-
ming Pioneer Association 
officers.

Memorial Center 
available to rent

During the very formation 
of the Wyoming Pioneer 

Association, the members voted 
to build Pioneer Cabin. In Janu-
ary 1926, as officers were being 
elected to the group officially 
taking form, efforts to build the 
cabin began.
 According to an article that 
appeared in the June 23, 1936 
Douglas Enterprise recounting 
The Wyoming Pioneer Associa-
tion’s history from 1904-1925, 
“It was decided to erect a log 
cabin 28x41 feet and the sec-
retary was ordered to prepare 
plans and negotiate for logs and 
proceed with the building of the 
cabin, which was constructed 
during the year of 1926.”
 The piece continues, “The cab-
in was used for a meeting place 
for two years and after that time 
it was necessary to convene 

Cabin was the Pioneers' first project

“BUSTED!” by artist Jerry 
Palen will be auctioned 

off at the Wyoming State 
Fairgrounds in Douglas on 
Saturday, Aug. 11 at 6 p.m. The 
auction will take place within 
the Sheep Wagon show on the 
fairgrounds that same 
day. The wagons are on 
display at the bottom of 
the hill below the State 
Fair director’s office.
 The evening will in-
clude a musical presen-
tation by the “Rambling 
Rangers,” the husband and wife 
duo of Brad and Bonnie Exton. 
Between songs Rick Kaan will 
be providing narrative on the 
historic cattle trails. Following 
the auction, an open jam session 
will take place.
 Like much of Palen’s work, 
the bronze is much more than a 
piece of artwork. It’s associated 
with a piece of Wyoming histo-
ry, custom and culture. Palen 
recently shared the story behind 
the bronze.
 “I always carry a handful of 
wax in my jeans, or a couple 

of scratch papers that I can 
pull out and record some of the 
actions of the day, or some char-
acter that catches my eye,” says 
Palen. “We have friends who 
own one of these characters, a 
wonderful border collie named 

‘Meig,’ who always seemed to 
be ‘there!’ in the right place, at 
the right time, AND….ready 
to BUST! Whatever needs to be 
‘BUSTED!’”
 Palen continues, “Border col-
lies never rest, whether waiting 
under the shade of the pickup 
or the resting saddle horses. As 
soon as we asked or whistled, 
whatever it was got turned, or 
‘BUSTED!’ It never matters, a 
rough and determined turn at 
a couple of ewes pushing along 
the trail, a maverick heifer that 
is winding its way through the 

willows along Crow Creek, or 
a soft nose nudging the kids 
out of harm’s way, whatever it 
was, got ‘bumped,’ ‘turned’ or 
‘BUSTED!’”
 The table bronze is 18 inches 
wide by 7.5 inches tall and will 

be mounted on a walnut 
base with a name tag. 
There are only three like 
it. Jerry and Ann Palen 
have the #1 bronze in 
their collection. The #2 
bronze is being auc-
tioned off for the Pioneer 

Association’s benefit. The third 
bronze is held by the individual 
who commissioned the work.
 The Wyoming Pioneer Asso-
ciation is a 501(c)3 non-profit, 
making the purchase tax 
deductible in accordance with 
IRS regulations.
 Mary Engebretsen is organiz-
ing the auction on behalf of the 
Wyoming Pioneer Association. 
Either Mary (phone: 307-359-
3850) or Pioneer Chairman Rod 
Cross (phone: 580-763-3113) 
can answer questions leading 
up to the event. 

Sale of unique Palen bronze to benefit Pioneers

in the theatre up town as it 
soon became too crowded with 
relics to be used as a meeting 
place and the membership so 
increased that the cabin was too 
small.”
 The article outlines the many 
years of presidents, as featured 
in a separate list in this edition 
of the Pioneer Post. At that time, 
representatives from each of the 
state’s counties were elected to 
serve as representation to the 
state organization.
 “No annual meeting was held 
in 1935,” says the article, “but 

it has been decided to hold the 
1936 annual meeting during 
the bicentennial of the town of 
Douglas.” The article, which 
should have more accurately 
stated the gathering as Douglas' 
50th anniversary, went on to 
list the annual meeting agenda 
including then President R.D. 
Carey calling the meeting to 
order and five-minute presen-
tations by attending pioneers. 
In keeping with tradition, there 
is much resemblance between 
the 1935 agenda and the 2018 
meeting agenda!




